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SUMMARY 
 
In domestic ruminants (calves, cattle) dermatophytoses (ringworm) are caused mainly 
by T. verrucosum and sometimes by T. mentagrophytes (1). These fungi develop in the 
superficial layer of the skin, nails, and hair.This skin disease is spread worldwide in cattle and 
is responsable for high economic losses in cattel farms (2). 
The research was carried out between Octomber 2006 and April 2007, on adult and 
young cattle, from three private farm located in Cluj-Napoca county. 42 Trichophyton spp. 
strain were examined by cultural methods, 16 (38,09%) of the strains were positive and seven 
(16,66%) negative. Media used in this study for early detection and characterization of 
dermatophytes was peptone dextrose agar (Sabouraud) and dermatophyte test medium 
(DTM); media with antibiotics (gentamicyn). Nutritional requirements for thiamine were 
determined for all strain (crust, scales, hair follicles). Trichophyton showed a good 
development in aerobic conditions at 370 C and the culture appeared after 10 days,when the 
colonies are very small and white-grey coloured, but after 16 days the colonies grow (10-12 
mm in diameter) and are better defined, with a grey wide area on the agar surface. Culture 
charactetistics such as sufrace texture, topography and pigmentation are variable so they are 
the least reliable criteria for identification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.1, T. verrucosum colony - DTM Media 
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